
 

 

November News from Mrs. Hampton’s Class 

Reading Aloud: 
"The single most important activity for building the knowledge required for 
eventual success in reading is reading aloud to children."  

(National Commission of Reading) 
Isn’t wonderful that your child reads so well 
independently? Even though they need to practice their 

independent reading, don’t forget to have a book for read-aloud 
also. The best read-aloud books are ones that are comparable to 
your child’s spoken vocabulary (which is usually two years ahead of 
their reading vocabulary). The Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim 
Trelease is an excellent resource for parents. For other 
suggestions, see the Family Literacy Foundation’s website at 
http://www.read2kids.org/readaloud.htm 
   

Math:  
All second graders have been assessed at the beginning of the 
second marking period on the concepts that will be taught this 
quarter. This way, they can be grouped for appropriate instruction. 
   

This week, we will start our unit on geometry.  
Children should be able to: 
identify 2 dimensional shapes and their lines and angles;  
identify 3 dimensional shapes and their faces, edges, and 
vertices; identify congruent shapes, and identify a line of 
symmetry if an object has one. 
We will then work on fractions. This unit includes parts of a 
whole (1/2, 2/3, 6/8, etc.) and parts of a set (3 out of 4 stars is 
¾ of the set). We will use the following fractions: halves, thirds, 
fourths (or quarters), eighths and tenths. 
  

We will continue to take the leveled tests to help the students 
master all the facts on Mondays and Wednesdays. To help the 
students work on basic facts, I have instructed the class 
how to use Touch Math for unknown facts.  
  

All second graders will take the mixed facts test (30 addition problems 

in a minute/30 subtraction problem in a minute) every Friday.  

These are the benchmarks: 
E (exceeds) = 27 to 30 out of 30 M (mastery) = 20 to 26 out of 30  

P (progressing) = 11 to 19 out of 30 B (below standard) = 0 to 10 out of 30 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Second quarter begins last week! 

Bookorders  

The November book order went 

home today. 

It is due November 16th. 

To order online, go to  

www.scholastic.com/ bookclubs. 

Our class activation  code is G8YTL. 

If your are ordering gifts for your 

child, please let me know and I will 

contact you when the order arrives 

so you may pick it up . 

 

 

 

 

Karen Hampton ,  Second Grade 

Leesburg  E lementary  School  

karen.hampton@lcps.org  

Birthdays! 
 

We have one  
November 
birthdays! 

  

Kimberlee’s is on the 
14th  

   
 

Important dates: 
Nov. 11th 9:00 am 
Veterans’ Day celebration,  
Nov. 18th 8:30 am 

Field trip to Shenandoah 
Valley Discovery Museum 

Nov. 20th 9:00-9:30 am 
2nd grade’s Amer. Ed. Week 
activity,  

Nov. 23rd  
Picture Retake Day  
(Bring the old pictures back in.) 
 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0141001615/familyliterac-20
http://www.read2kids.org/readaloud.htm
http://www.scholastic.com/%20bookclubs


Word Study:  This week, we have regular word study groups. 
Please be sure that your child is doing the regular word study homework in their notebook. 
 

Writing: We have started reading definitional books and have been writing our own also. These 

books have a repeated phrase (“Courage is…” “Serendipity is…”, “To be a kid is…”) and give lots of 
examples. 
 

Social Studies: 
We finished with the settlement of Jamestown. Now, we are learning about three 
American Indian groups starting with the Eastern Woodland tribe called the 
Powhatan.  
 

Important Powhatan vocabulary includes: 
Eastern Woodlands Powhatan  longhouse   deer   bear  fish 
berries    farmers   hunters  gatherers  leather  canoe 
corn, beans, and squash (Three Sisters) 
 
 

Class Store 

We will have our first class store this Friday afternoon.  Thank you to Mr. Turner who has 
volunteered to come in and run this activity with the students! 

 
Cold weather clothing 

It was unseasonable warm last week, but we are back to fall temperatures this week. Please make 
sure your child wears clothing appropriate to the weather. A coat should come to school every day. It 
is often very windy on the playground and a coat is needed. 
 

Come visit us during American Education Week! 

A flyer will go home this week about our special activity for American Education Week, November 16-
20. The second graders will be displaying a project connected to our American Indian unit on Friday, 
November 20th from 9:00 to 9:30 am. (It is requested that other arrangements be made for younger 
siblings as our room will be very crowded.)  
 

Report Cards   
Report cards will be sent home with students on the 11th. Please review the report card, then sign 
and return only the tear-off signature section of the comments page. We have already had the first 
quarter conference, but if you have any questions, please email me or send in a note on the 
comments sheet and I will call you or set up a time for another conference. 


